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Mission Statement   

West Philadelphia Catholic High School is a Catholic community of academic 
excellence in an urban environment which is open to an interdenominational 
population. The school’s rigorous spiritual, academic, technological, and
co-curricular programs develop our ethnically and religiously diverse student body
into young men and women of strong moral and ethical character. West Catholic 
prepares each student to face the challenges of everyday life in an ever-changing 
global society.

Belief Statements 


At West Philadelphia Catholic High, we believe our education…

· is grounded in the Catholic message of gospel values.

· is a ministry that participates in God’s saving work

· develops each person’s full potential-spiritually, intellectually, 


socially and physically

· inspires a life long commitment to service, especially to those in need

· promotes learning in a collaborative effort between home and school

· fosters mutual respect among students, teachers, administrators, and all 


members of the school community

· is available to all students regardless of ethnicity, religious affiliation 



or socio-economic status

· encourages respect for and an understanding of our multicultural family

WELCOME TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT: 
Dear Parents/ and Guardians:
West Catholic once again opens its doors to faithfully educating young men and women in West Philadelphia, a tradition in our city since 1916. Fully realizing that economic times are difficult, we at West are doing the best we can to provide your child with a quality Catholic education.

There are many factors that an individual school cannot control: teacher salaries, medical premiums and pension contributions from year to year. Your timely tuition payments and the payment of all school fees allow us to function smoothly and provide the necessary items for your child's overall education.

You are making a great financial sacrifice in choosing to have your child attend West Catholic High School. We will continue to provide that education of strong academics and moral guidance that has consistently sent 97% of our students on to further their education.

My prayers and best wishes are with you as the new academic year begins in September.

Sincerely,
Brother Tim Ahern, FSC.

President
From The Office of the Principal

Sr. Mary Elizabeth Bur, I.H.M. 
Welcome back to all and a special welcome to those new to our West Family! I look forward to a very promising year.  Students are being encouraged to pay attention to their own responsibility for both spiritual and intellectual growth. They will again be challenged to compete to be the class with the highest percentage of passing grades, homework completed, conduct marks above 85, and percentage of students on the honor roll. Last year’s freshmen class of 2013 led the school in the percentage of students on the honor roll -- 34% of their class.
Schedule Changes: This school year, 2010-2011, we are initiating a new daily schedule.  On regular days school will begin at the normal time of 7:50 AM but the day will end at 2:40 PM.  Wednesdays will no longer be short days for meetings; the 2:40 PM dismissal is for every day.  Faculty meetings are scheduled once a month and on these days dismissal will be at 12:25 PM. The full print out of schedules can be found on the cover of the school agenda book.
EventLink: Included in this newsletter is information about an emergency alert system and event reminder system which we use to get in touch with you for emergency announcements and reminders of events. Please take advantage of this free program by signing up as indicated on the flyer. Information will also be given to the students when they return.
Faculty Changes:  This September we welcome a new school minister, Rev. Michael Marrone. Father Marrone comes to us from St. Denis Parish in Havertown.  Prior to his ordination to the priesthood Father Marrone taught at North Catholic High School.  We welcome Father and know that he is excited about becoming a part of the West Catholic family!
Sadly, we say good-bye to five special teachers who were caught in the constriction process: Mr. Andrew Brady, Miss Danielle Forsthye, Mrs. Janiene Kwoszak, Mr. Jeremy McNamee, and Mrs. Maureen Quiles-Rosa.  These open positions have been filled by teachers of higher seniority. Mr. Joseph Koerner, Mr. Christian Arellano, and Miss Julia Weathers have also accepted teaching positions at other schools.
Ms. Eileen Goldsmith is our new Guidance Counselor.  Ms. Goldsmith comes to us from Archbishop Wood High School. Mrs. Mari Lee McCloskey formerly Art Teacher at Shanahan High School will be teaching Related Arts and Art I.  Ms. Jennifer Davis will be the new teacher in the Social Studies department. And Ms. Bridget McLaughlin will take over the Biology classes.
Additionally, Mr. Michael Carlson, our LaSallian volunteer is leaving after a year of service to West! He has been a blessing to us working with the freshmen especially in the peer mentoring program and continuing to mentor the Run Philly Style students. Our new LaSallian Volunteer, Mr. Dylan Perry, will continue to work with the peer mentoring program and with freshmen students who might be at risk.
Sister Emily Wright who served for 15 years in our Attendance Office has retired and will be moving to her new residence at the IHM Sisters retirement home, Camilla Hall.  Coming to West to take up the attendance office duties is Sister Elizabeth Patrice.  Sister had been serving as computer instructor in a school in Harrisburg. 

Student News: 

Upward Bound; This summer five West Catholic students participated in the Upward Bound Program at Gynwedd Mercy College: Anthony Fleet, Jasmine Johnson, Imani Suber-Williams, and Gregory Suggs.  Their reports sent to me show they are a credit to their families and to West Catholic -- a point of pride for us all!
Appalachia: In late June’ Brother Len, Ms. Maureen Deviney, Ms. Kristen Prysbylski and Mr. Christian Arellano accompanied eight students on their service trip to Appalachia. The students who participated were: Weena Doyle, Tehetna Gebremanuel, Mary Woznicki, Amani Gordan, Trevor Johnson, Yoseph Wubayah, Nam Ta, and Minh Lieu.

Leadership Conference: Brother Leonard Rhoades and Ms. Megan Cargan accompanied Mary Woznicki, Joyce Orji, Yoseph Wubayeh, Min Lieu, Odile Ta, and Tehetna Gebremanual to a LaSallian leadership/service week in Providence, RI.  Our students were invited to participate because of their interest and involvement in the LaSallian Youth or Community Service Corps here at West Catholic.  They did service projects and learned about social justice issues during their week long stay. 
Camp Overbrook: Several of our students worked very hard at the summer day camp sponsored by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia at St Charles Seminary.  We commend these students for their dedication to the youngsters at the camp this summer. We thank Devante Ford, Trevor Johnson, Luchia Pierre-Lousie, Bianca Samuel, and Sierra Saunders.

International Studies Program: Accompanying this issue of the newsletter is a complete list of the activities and workshops made available to our students in the International Studies Program last year.  Another year of interesting and exciting events is prepared for the students in this program for 2010-2011.   To find out more about how your child could become a member, contact Mr. Joseph Selfridge here at West Catholic High School.
Sports: All of the Fall sports began practice and drills on August 16. If your son or daughter is interested in participating in a fall sport, call Ms. DeMasi for information.
FROM THE OFFICE OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Brother Patrick Cassidy, FSC., Assistant Principal
Rosters: Enclosed you will find the roster for your son/daughter for the 2010-2011 academic year.  Brother Patrick will handle all roster problems during the week of September 7. Because students had the opportunity to change rosters through the end of the 2009-2010 academic year, any change in roster has to be for EXCEPTIONAL REASONS ONLY!  Lunch periods, teacher preference, and work schedules are not acceptable reasons for a roster change.
GradeConnect:  The Archdiocese of Philadelphia is entering its third year of implementation of GradeConnect, an Internet-based course management system and grade book for all of its high schools. This Internet-based system will afford you a wonderful opportunity to access much information about your student’s academic achievement. The access to this information will help you help your son or daughter to meet his/her academic goals. You will have access to grades, assignments, announcements, and overall progress about your student throughout the school year.  Every school will enter GradeConnect through the same Internet address      MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://adphila.gradeconnect.com
. During the first full week of school, your son/daughter will be given a username and password. As soon as possible, use your son or daughter’s log in to initially establish your parent account on GradeConnect. There are no fees for this service.   More information will be presented at the orientation program for parents new to West Catholic.

Opening of School:  Freshmen report to the auditorium on Wednesday September 8 at 7:50 am for orientation.  They will be dismissed at approximately 11:30 am.  Sophomores and Juniors will report to homeroom at 7:50 am on Thursday September 9 for orientation.  They will be dismissed at approximately 10:30 am.  Seniors will report to homeroom at 7:50 am on Friday, September 10.  They will be dismissed at approximately 10:30 am.  All students report for their first full day of classes on Monday, September 13 at 7:50 am with dismissal at 2:40 pm.

West Prep Program: All freshmen students have been scheduled for the Principles of Writing course or West Prep, an intensive reading and mathematics course. These courses are given to enhance the academic performance of our students as they enter their high school years from so many various elementary school backgrounds. 

Freshman Parent Orientation Program:  An orientation for new parents (freshman parents and parents of transfer students) will be held on Wednesday, September 8 beginning with a picnic at 5:30 pm to be followed by a meeting in the school auditorium at 6:30 pm.  The meeting will provide an introduction and overview of West Catholic as well as discuss the freshman curriculum.  Freshman parents/guardians should plan to attend this important meeting. Being involved with your child’s education is critical to their success in high school.

Back-to-School Night: The first opportunity to meet with your child’s teachers for the 2010-2011 academic year will be Thursday, September 23 from 6-8 PM.  Meeting your child’s teachers, becoming aware of their expectations, and establishing clear lines of communication early on create a supportive learning environment for your son or daughter.  Please make every effort to attend the Back to School Night.

Making  High School Count: On Friday, September 24, the freshmen will have a one-hour assembly on developing good study habits and time management skills for high school. Please encourage your child to start good habits by using their agenda books every day. This book not only gives information of the policies of West Catholic and different school events throughout the year, but it also gives the students a daily planner with space to keep track of their assignments and homework. The major reason students fail is because they lack the necessary organizational and discipline skills to succeed. Not having the cognitive ability is most often NOT the problem. That’s why we stress being organized and responsible with school work and homework right from day one and then reinforce it with bringing in outside agencies to help students be successful.

Parent/Teacher Communication: Please take the initiative to contact your son’s/daughter’s teachers about their progress or any problems your child may be having in school. Being vigilant early on saves a lot of frustration and misunderstanding later in the school year. Making appointments to see teachers before or after school helps facilitate the communication process. Please contact the Office for Academic Affairs to schedule an appointment with a teacher.  Please do not come to school to speak to a teacher without an appointment.  Teachers cannot be excused from class because a parent has decided to come to school unannounced. 

Standardized Testing Days:  The PSAT test will be given on Wednesday, October 13 to grades 9, 10, 11.  This is a special testing day and regular classes are not held on this day.  These scores are also part of your child’s permanent academic record. Therefore, it is important for your son/daughter to take these tests seriously!  Seniors are expected to use this day as an opportunity to write college essays, complete college applications and visit colleges.   Seniors should check with the Guidance Office for help in making these appointments.

Progress Reports:  The first progress report will be issued on Monday, October 11.  These reports are given to students in homeroom who are required to take them home to their parents.  Students who have two or more failure warnings must get their progress report signed and returned to the school or a discipline infraction will be assigned.  If you do not see a progress report on Monday afternoon, October 11, ask for the progress report or call the Academic Affairs Office!

NEW! Parent-Teacher Meetings: Parent-Teacher meetings for the 2010-2011 school year will be held after the distribution of each progress report.  We believe that the opportunity to meet and discuss your son’s/daughter’s progress at the midpoint in the quarter will give your child the opportunity to improve their academic progress before the first quarter grades are posted.  Parents and guardians will have the opportunity to speak with the teachers on Thursday evening, October 14 from 5-7 pm.  Attendance at the Parent-Teacher Conference provides a wonderful opportunity for you to meet your son’s or daughter’s teachers and to hear their impressions of your daughter’s or son’s aptitude in their subject and work in their class.  

Academic Honor Code:  Freshmen, new students, and their parents have received a copy of West Catholic’s Academic Honor Code in this mailing.  Please read through it carefully and return the signed acknowledgement form with your son/daughter on their assigned orientation day. Students can give it to their homeroom teacher who in turn will submit it to the Academic Affairs Office to be placed in the student’s file. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, please contact the Academic Affairs Office.

Acceptable Use of Technology Form:  All students who are new to West Catholic and their parents/guardians must read through this policy carefully and return the signed form with your son/daughter on their assigned orientation day.  Students can give it to their homeroom teacher who in turn will submit it to the Academic Affairs Office to be placed in the student’s file. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, please contact the Academic Affairs Office.

Academic Honors Convocation:  The Academic Honors Convocation will be held on Thursday, October 28 at 7 pm.   The convocation recognizes students being inducted into the National Honor Society, honors students who achieved the highest final average in a particular course, and acknowledges students who earned honors for all four quarters of the 2009-2010 academic year.  Congratulations to the parents/guardians of these students for all their support and encouragement.
FROM THE OFFICE OF STUDENT SERVICES

Assistant Principal:  Mr. John Jackson
West Catholic’s school regulations are enforced to develop a sense of personal responsibility, self-discipline, and also to protect the rights of all students, and provide an atmosphere of good order conducive to learning.  ALL STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS MUST OBSERVE THE REGULATIONS AS PUBLISHED IN OUR HANDBOOK.  Please take the time to familiarize yourself with pages 4-12.
Reminder:  ALL students are required to wear the Eastland shoe available at Flynn & O ’Hara. For the young ladies the shoe order number is #3150 and for the young men #7150. NO OTHER SHOE IS PERMITTED.  Please take note: We have about a dozen used pairs of Eastland shoes that are really in good condition.  You may purchase these from the Students Services Office. 
Dress Code: All West Catholic students are expected to wear the school uniform with pride.  That means young men’s pants worn at the waist with a belt, and young women’s jumpers of appropriate length.  Students must be dressed in full school uniform beginning with the first day of school.  The summer option is in effect from September through October, and from April through June. 

Flynn and O’Hara, the uniform supply store, is located on Baltimore Ave. in Clifton Heights.  You may also order through their website, flynnohara.com. Flynn and O’Hara telephone number is 800-414-4122.
Attention:  Young men must be clean shaven (no beards, mustaches, or other facial hair) and maintain an acceptable haircut. Students experiencing facial problems due to shaving are to have on file a diagnosis from a dermatologist. A note from a medical doctor, DO., nurse practitioner or a clinic will not be accepted. A diagnosis must be on file by the beginning of each school year. Failure to comply will result in your child being sent home until this problem has been corrected.

Absence and/ or Early Dismissal: Parents are asked to please review the guidelines regarding absence which you will find on page 11 of the agenda book. When a student is absent, parents are REQUIRED to telephone the Attendance Office (215-386-6360) on the morning of the absence to notify the school that the student will not attend and the reason for this absence.  THIS PHONE CALL IS TO REACH  SCHOOL BY 9:00 A.M. In addition a note stating the reason for the absence must be submitted to the office on the day of the student’s return to school. There are forms available for this purpose in the Attendance Office
Early Dismissal:  In the event that a student must be dismissed from school early for a serious reason, he/she must present a NOTE  from a parent/guardian requesting this dismissal to the Attendance Office BEFORE HOMEROOM. No phone calls requesting early dismissal will be honored, and no early dismissal will be issued before two full periods of class on any given schedule. No student may leave school premises without the permission of the APSS.  Students sent home before 11:00 A.M. are counted as absent for the school day.  
Lateness: Parents, remember when a student is late two (2) points will be deducted from the student’s conduct grade.  The student has the opportunity to remove the late points only if detention is served that day or the very next school day or on the first day back to school if the student is absent the very next day.

Cell Phones: Cell phones may not be used during the school day.  All phones must be turned off before the student enters the building, and be placed in the locker for the remainder of the school day.  If the student is found using a cell phone at any time during the day or the cell phone rings in a class, the phone will be confiscated and demerits/detentions will be issued.  The APSS will contact the parent/guardian to come and pick up the phone. A $5.00 fine will be imposed.  Parents should contact the Student Services office to relay a message to the student.   
Conduct Mark: Parents, please remember when a student’s conduct grade falls below 70, he/she will be placed on Conduct/Social Probation for a period of fifteen (15) days. A second conduct failure in the school year will result in the student being placed on a pre-dismissal contract and liable for expulsion.
Signature/Emergency Card: Parents are asked to complete and sign the enclosed card.  Please return the card the first day of school.
Septa Information:  Buses to West Catholic in the morning are numbered 411.  The Route 411 travels along Elmwood, Passyunk, 72nd, Dicks, 62nd, Woodland, 54th, Greenway, 49th, Baltimore, 48th, to Ludlow. These buses follow the regular routes for 13, 36,108, G, and 64.

There is also the route 410 travels along 67th, Overbrook, Haverford, Lansdowne, 63rd, Chestnut, 46th to Ludlow.  The 410 travels along the Route 31 route. 

                                        Buses for Southwest Philadelphia

                                          Route 13 –  buses numbered 415  

                                          Route 36  – buses numbered 416

                      *Southwest Buses line up on 46th Street at dismissal time.

                                         Buses for West Philadelphia

                                          Route 31 – Buses numbered 410

Buses leave ten minutes after the dismissal bell. Students must go directly to their lockers and exit the building.

***Buses may be unreliable for the first week of school. It would be wise to plan an alternative method of transportation for these days. **
Chester/South Delco Bus Route:  Students eligible for this bus will receive a letter explaining the bus route and bus stops .
Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up:

Parents who drive to school are asked NOT to enter the parking lot when driving students to or from school.  In the morning students should be dropped off on Ludlow St. at the walking gate.  In the afternoon, students can be picked up on 45th Street. Please avoid using Chestnut Street.

FROM THE OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
Ms. Mary DeMasi
Freshman Parent Orientation Picnic:

All Parents of freshman and parents of new upper-class students are invited to a picnic on September 8, at 5:30 PM in the West Catholic Courtyard.  An invitation was sent home in the mail for all freshmen and transfer students.  Please return the bottom portion of the invitation as soon as possible. An orientation for new parents will follow the picnic at 6:30 PM.

Student Council News: 

Student Council elections for class representatives will be held during the week of September 28.  The installation for these students and other student leaders will be held on October 5.  Invitations will be sent home to all families that have a student participating in the ceremony.

Athletics:

Letters went home to all incoming freshmen informing them of starting practice dates for our fall sports programs.  All students are invited to participate in any fall sports program.  Please contact the following coaches about any of their programs.  You may also contact our athletic department at 215-386-2244 ext 232 or e-mail Ms. DeMasi at wchsdemasi@yahoo.com for more information.  

Football






Girls’ Soccer

Mr. Brian Fluck





Ms. Maureen Deviney 

Boys’ Soccer


Cheerleading 


Volleyball

Mr. Fran Crowley

Ms. Mary DeMasi                  Ms. Nancy Le

Parents’ Association

Meetings are held four times a year. Please make an effort to come to these meetings and share some ideas with other parents.  The first meeting will be on September 21 at 7:00 PM.

Fundraising Information

Reminder that each family is asked to participate in the fund raising program that makes it possible for the school to provide activities for students.  This year the incentive for participating in the fall drive is a trip for one of our students to Walt Disney World.  Each family is asked to raise $50.00 as a fundraising fee for the year.  You may do this in one of three ways:

· sell 2 boxes of candy or 6 magazines during our fall Candy/Magazine Drive.

· sell 10 chances at $10 each during our spring chance drive. 

Per PIAA rules:

· There will be a weekly progress report for all in-season athletes.  

· A list of athletes is posted in the faculty lounge from noon Thursday to noon Friday each week.
· If a student is failing a class academically for that week, teachers are asked to please put an F next to the student’s name and list your name and subject.  

· If a student with 7 classes has 4 failures for that week, they will not be allowed to participate in games from that Sunday to the following Saturday.  

· If a student with 6 classes has 3 Failures for that week, they will not be allowed to participate in games from that Sunday to the following Saturday.  

· The student athlete’s eligibility will be reviewed on a weekly basis.  

Event Link:
It is very important to keep our communication lines open.  In an effort to keep parents aware of upcoming events or emergency situations we are connected with a program called Event Link. 
Please go to    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.eventlink.com
 to sign up without cost for our instant alert system.  You may sign up for either e-mail alerts or text message alerts.  You may customize your reminders for all school activities as well.
FROM THE SCHOOL MINISTRY OFFICE: Rev. Michael Marrone

Recently I was reassigned by Cardinal Rigali from Saint  Denis Church in Havertown to West Catholic High School. What an honor it is for me to be the new school minister. West is truly the pride of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 
Growing up in South Philadelphia I attended Saint Monica School and graduated from Saint John Neumann High School and then La Salle University. From the time I graduated La Salle University in 1993 to 2001 I taught at Northeast Catholic High School in Frankford. In 2007 I was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Presently I reside at Saint John the Baptist Church in Manayunk and in addition to ministering at West Catholic High School, I also teach part time at La Salle University and minister to the Lebanese Community of Maronites at Saint Maron Maronite Church in South Philadelphia. One other important detail I think you need to know, I am the cousin of Ms. Mary De Masi!!
As the new school minister, I hope to be able to work closely with your children in bringing them closer to the love of Jesus Christ. Regardless of their religious affiliation, I will work with them through school retreats, faith formation programs, celebration of church feast days, and faith sharing programs. 
This year we are improving our school retreat program. Freshmen and sophomore retreats will be held at Divine Mercy parish in Southwest Philadelphia. The junior retreat will center on the students completing a day of service and seniors will spend their day at Daylesford Abbey in Paoli. Starting in October we will reinstate the RCIA program for students who are discerning becoming apart of the Catholic Church. 


Please know that I am always available to meet with you, the parents and guardians of our students. Whatever I can do in meeting your child’s spiritual needs, please do not hesitate to contact me. I hope that this school year is a very blest school year for both you and your teenage children.
FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE: Ms. Eileen Goldsmith
On behalf of the Guidance Office staff, welcome back! We are very excited for the start of another school year.  The Guidance Office staff is always available to address any issues or concerns you may have regarding our students. Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions you may have. As our students return and adjust to their new schedules, here are a few things to keep in mind:

Seniors: Now is the time to start making your post-high school plans. The college application process will require a lot of time and effort. The Guidance Office staff will meet with each senior during the first few weeks of school, but in the mean time, begin to prepare your applications. You should compose a resume including activities, sports, jobs, and volunteer experiences to be given to teachers from whom you are requesting letters of recommendation. Remember that the first few weeks of school are a busy time, so be sure to allow at least two weeks for teachers to complete recommendations. Begin working on your application essays. If you need help with proofreading, see Miss Goldsmith in the Guidance office. Register for the SATs. The registration deadline for the October SAT test is September 10, but late registration will continue until September 24.
. 

Juniors: This is a very important year academically. This time next year, you will be starting the application process for college, technical schools and jobs. Keep in mind that most schools will be looking at your junior year grades. If you find that you are struggling in a class, don’t wait until it is too late to ask for help. Ask a teacher, friend, or NHS tutor to help keep you on track. You will be taking the PSATs in October. This test is important, and should be taken seriously, not only because it is a practice for the SATs, but also because the test results are used to determine National Merit Scholarship winners. Plan on taking the SATs at least once this year. Consider taking an SAT prep course as well.
Sophomores: Now that your freshman year is over, and you have adjusted to high school life, it is time to start thinking about the future! You will be taking the PSATs in October to help you start preparing for the SATs. This is also a good year to start narrowing down your interests and begin considering your potential career plans. Having a plan will help make the college/technical school application process go smoothly.
Freshmen: Welcome to West Catholic! We hope that you make an easy transition from your grade school into high school. Please be aware that the Guidance Office staff is always available to help you with any concerns you may have. If you need to speak to a guidance counselor, the office is located directly across from the cafeteria. Feel free to stop in! Your counselor will be meeting with you in the coming months to get to know you.

IMPORTANT DATES
Friday, September 24

 
 Assembly for freshmen







“Making High School Count”


Thursday, September 30

College Night – 7 PM*


Wednesday, October 14

 PSAT Testing – Grades 9, 10, 11


Saturday, October 9
          

SAT testing at West  Catholic


Sunday, October 17


National College Fair at the PA 







Convention Center 1-3 pm. Great for 







both juniors and  seniors

*It is important for seniors and their families to make plans to attend College Night on Thursday, September 30 at 7:00 PM.  Representatives from the region’s colleges will be here to speak with students individually and answer any questions that might arise concerning admission to their respective college or university.  There will also be important information available on the FINANCIAL AID application process for college tuition. Financial Aid can help make college more affordable, and parents/guardians of seniors are strongly urged to attend the college night in order to get their financial aid questions answered.
If you wish to contact the guidance office to schedule a meeting for college planning or for any other reason, please get in touch with Miss Goldsmith

By phone: 215-386-2244 Ex. 238

Or by email: egoldsmithabw@yahoo.com

SAT Testing Dates

	Test Date
	Location
	Regular Deadline
	Late Deadline w/ $23 fee

	Oct 9
	West Catholic** This test date is ideal for seniors**
	Sept. 10
	Sept. 24

	Nov. 6
	Other Philly high schools
	Oct. 8
	Oct. 20

	Dec. 4
	Other Philly high schools
	Nov. 5
	Nov. 17

	Jan 22
	Other Philly high schools
	Dec. 23
	Jan. 5

	Mar 12
	West Catholic **This date is ideal for juniors**
	Feb. 11
	Feb.23

	May 7
	Other Philly high schools
	April 8
	Apr. 20

	June 4
	Other Philly high schools
	May 6
	May 18


Sign up for the SATs at www.collegeboard.com.
**************************************************************************
GENERAL INFORMATION
OFFICE HOURS DURING THE REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR 

  The school offices are open from 7:30 AM until 3:30 PM during the year.  When reporting a student absence, be sure to use this number:  215-386-6360.  All other calls are directed through the Main Office at 215-386-2244.
TUITION PAYMENT POLICY:   With this newsletter you should now have finished your second payment of your tuition and have paid your school fee. When making a payment, be sure to include a student number on your check.  Diocesan policy states “a student will not be permitted to start a new school year with an outstanding tuition balance from the previous year.  As part of the archdiocesan System of Secondary Schools, West Catholic is obliged to follow this policy.  Students who have not completed past payments will be dropped from our roll as of September 1, 2010.
STUDENT INSURANCE: Students participating in school sponsored events are insured during periods of practice and performance.  Any injury should be reported to the Activities Office within 36 hours of the incident.  Failure to do so may jeopardize your eligibility.
IMPORTANT DATES

OPENING WEEK SCHEDULE
September 8 – Freshmen only report
Report to the school auditorium  at 7:50 AM

Dismissal -- 11:30 AM

September 9 – Juniors and Sophomores only
 Report to homeroom at 7:50 AM

Dismissal -- 10:30 AM

September 10 -  Seniors only
Report to Homeroom  at 7:50 AM

Dismissal – 10:00 AM
September 13 – All students report

Regular Schedule

Dismissal – 2:24 PM

*********************************************
 BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

Thursday, September 23 –5:45 PM

Meet Your Child’s Teachers

The schedule for classes will begin promptly at 6 PM. 

International Studies Program

Report of Activities
West Catholic’s International Studies Program has over 75 students actively involved and over twenty International Studies Majors. The requirements for major status can be seen

at www.westis.org  along with details about the entire International Studies Program.

Overview Report of Activities 2009-2010

International Relations Senior Seminar: 

· took part in the UN Youth Conference in a live video simulcast with students in six countries; 
· took part in a six week online project on international issues through the University of Maryland which included schools from around the US, Canada and Brazil; 
·  Senior projects 
+   a website creation and fundraising to purchase a water pump for a village in   Sudan, Africa;
 +   a website created for cyber warfare issues; 

                         +   presentation and hand drawn graphic novel on Child Soldiers 
+   documentary 

 +   educational program on human trafficking.

 World Affairs Club
· Participated in Model United Nations competitions including the 

             University of Pennsylvania with 2000 students from around the world 

· Sampling of Special  programs:
 
+   Terra Cotta Warriors -- Wash. DC


+   International Security Issues – World Affairs Council of Phila.


+   Seminar at University of Pennsylvania


+   Hans Blix – former UN Arms Inspector -- World Affairs Council 


+   Kristoff of the NY Times – Cheltenham H.S.

+   UN Conference on Human Rights


+   Patrick Atkinson “God’s Child Project”  La Salle College H.S


+   Gen. Petraeus – World Affairs Council of Phila.


+    Webcast of interview of President Khadaffi of Lybia
For a complete list go to www.westis.org and click on  BLOG. 

FRESHMEN AND NEW STUDENTS


PARENT ORIENTATION





Wednesday, SEPT. 8





Picnic -- 5:30 PM – School Courtyard





Meeting – 6:30 – Auditorium





Incoming freshmen may accompany their parents.
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